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Newsletter Spring 2008

Laying the Foundations

On the Pitch
Perhaps it is not surprising that last 
Summer’s euphoria has not translated into 
automatic results on the pitch. 

Stuart McCall and Wayne Jacobs have 
had to find their feet in League Two, where 
survival seems to depend on stringing a load 
of big blokes across the park, who can nick 
the odd result from set pieces. The likes of 
Omar Daley and Joe Colbeck have often 
threatened but not always delivered, and, as 
Stuart has said, the crucial factor – luck –
has sometimes gone against us. 

But the recent run of form has been 
encouraging, with the foundations laid for a 
style of play that is both entertaining and 
effective. Attendances remain buoyant; we 
are looking upwards not downwards at a 
defining stage of the season, and the bond 
between Stuart and the fans remains 
unshaken ( ... or is that unstirred?).

Make a Date for Racing Night

You can put your questions to Stuart and 
Wayne at the Trust’s Racing Night on 
Friday 15 Februaryin the Hendrie Suite, 
Coral Windows Stadium, Valley Parade.

Be there promptly at 7.30 pm. to see 
Stuart, and stay to hear Wayne at the Fans’ 
Forum later on with other famous guests. I 
hope to see members and other fans, family 
and friends at a fun-filled evening. 

CONTACT US
    
      AT: contact@bcst.co.uk
      OR: c/o Surridge UpFront Store, 

Coral Windows Stadium
             Valley Parade, Bradford, BD8 7DY
      OR SEE US in the Surridge UpFront Store 
             before every home game.

Off the Pitch
Several of the news items below paint an 
encouraging picture of strengthening 
relations between supporters groups, and an 
increased capacity to provide benefits for 
members, fans and the wider community:

�x The UpFront store first floor has 
worked well as a pre-match venue for fans;
�x BCST has received £5,000 from the 
Co-operative Group for community work;
�x The Barnsley Fund has nearly £3,000 
to provide sporting opportunities for 
young people in the District;
�x The Trust has been chosen as a 
national pioneer in the First Steps project 
with Supporters Direct;
�x City fans have raised almost £13,000 
for the Burns Unit over the past year.

Odsal and the Council
Nick Kitchen’s petition to the Council (see 
the last Newsletter) led to a formal address 
to the full Bradford Council on 16 October 
2007, and then to an appearance before the 
Council Executive on 18 December 2007.

The main issue is the relationship between 
the Council, Bradford Bulls and Bradford 
City. The Council is considering plans for a 
£45m. development of the Odsal Sports 
Village (OSV), with at least £12m. of public 
funds. Even if this plan goes ahead – which 
is not certain because of the problems of 
selling the Horsfall playing fields – the plan
has made no reference to BCFC.

Would it not make more sense for the 
Bantams and the Bulls to save costs by 
sharing Valley Parade? The Trust Board’s  
contacts with all the relevant parties suggest 
that this could be achieved for a fraction of 
the OSV’s charge on the public purse. This
might also provide an opportunity for 
Bantams’ fans – and indeed Bulls’ fans – to 
take a stake in the ownership of the ground.
Council Executive Minutes record:

That the petition, the contribution that 
BCFC makes to the District and the current 
joint working between the Club and the 
Council be noted.

It is hoped to pursue the discussion of 
Bradford’s full-time professional sport in 
this context.   

                      Alan Carling, BCST Chair.
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The Safe Standing Campaign 
at Bradford City

Manny Dominguez

As you may recall from last October’s BCST 
AGM/Fans’ Forum, I made public my 
intention to campaign on the issue of safe 
standing– that is, for fans to have the 
choice to be able to sit or stand at football 
matches – through getting as many 
supporters as possible to back the idea in the 
form of a petition.

When we said farewell to our own safest 
standing area in Britain, the Kop, back in 
1998/99, I was aggrieved that we, the fans, 
had not mandated the decision to go all-
seater.  However, the powers-that-be argued 
that clubs must abide by this requirement if 
they were to have any future in the 
Championship and Premiership. This all-
seater requirement is based on the 
recommendations of Lord Justice Taylor in 
his report after the Hillsborough disaster of 
April 15th 1989. Of course, every football 
supporter, myself included, believes that 
safety is paramount, and there was many a 
stadium that breached safety requirements 
and were in a state of neglect and disrepair 
when Lord Taylor made his recommend-
ations. Most fans believed that clubs had to 
move on with the times, improving safety 
and comfort for the good of the game. 
Today however, I am not convinced that 
sitting is necessarily safer than standing. 
Modern technology and design allied to 
better training and organisation means that 
standing can be just as safe.

The campaign, with the support of the 
Stand Up Sit Down team, BCST’s Alan 
Carling and the practical advice from Colin 
Hendrie of the FSF, has been very good up 
to now. Using the Stand Up Sit Down petition 
I have been able to canvas the opinions of 
many fans on the issue. At the time of 
writing I have 339 signatures backing this 
campaign. From the hundreds of supporters 
that I have discussed this with I have 
received varying views, mostly supportive 
and sympathetic to the cause. Also I have 
noticed that younger fans have been far 
more receptive to the idea than older ones. 

The majority of supporters do think that 
having a choice is a good idea regardless of 
whether they themselves prefer to sit or to 
stand, and naturally the next question is:
‘what is the aim of this petition?’ Some 
people agree that implementing a safe-
standing area such as in the bottom tier of 
the Kop is a good idea, but are sceptical that 
this could happen. I tell people that a 
petition by itself is not going to get us safe 
standing, but it can raise ideas and show 
supporters that there are alternative 
examples of safe standing already in use, as 
in Germany, for example.  What the petition 
also does is to encourage the Club to think 
more seriously about the issue. 

As many City fans have pointed out, 
supporters up and down the country are 
increasingly standing in front of their seats –
the whole time from three o’clock to a 
quarter to five– in some of the old areas 
that were traditionally ‘standing-only’. But 
this situation can cause unwanted 
aggravation from fans who prefer to sit, or 
feel forced to stand, and from stewards who 
try to force those who would rather stand up 
to sit down. This is why designated safe-
standing areas are needed.  Although many 
of us have got used to being seated, a 
significant minority prefer to stand and that 
is why in the interest of safety I believe 
supporters should have a choice.

It would be great to know if other Trust 
members would like to become involved in 
the campaign. Not only would the Trust 
reap the reward of a greater membership –
particularly amongst our young supporters–
but if more of our members were actively 
behind the initiative, it would influence 
other supporters.

A big thank you goes to Steve Gorringe
of the Shipley Bantams for getting their 
regulars to sign the petitions.

More information regarding the 
campaign at Bradford City is inCity Gent
issues 132, 133, 134, 139 and 142. You can 
also download the Stand Up Sit Down 
petitions from the BCST website or from 
www.standupsitdown.org.uk and download 
the FSF’s safe standing report from 
www.fsf.org.uk

… or write or email to me at the BCST  
contact addresses.
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Looking after Bradford City 
Youth Players

Cath Tomlinson
BCST Board Member

Over the years we have looked after a few 
BCST youth players.  I can’t quite remember 
how we first got into it.  We started off with 
two players: Des Wroe and Tim Ellis.  This 
was in the late 1980’s.  Tim unfortunately 
had to leave early in his career – after a few 
months – due to a back injury. Des was 
with us for a couple of years.  He ended up 
leaving City when Docherty was in charge.  
He was a really nice lad and was good mates 
with Phil Babb (who has also stayed at our 
house).  Des went on to coach out in New 
Zealand.  He later came back to the UK and 
became a Football Agent

There were a few years when we didn’t 
have any players at all.  This was because the 
club bought a big house and placed all the 
youth players there.  Later, we had a call 
from City asking if we were still available to 
look after another player.  This was 2003.  
The player was Nicky Beach – a goalie – and 
he had been staying in a B/B.  He was a very 
quiet lad and was homesick. He also left City 
early … nothing to do with us!  In between 
all this we did have some trialists to stay.

Eaten out of House and Home!

In 2004 I had another call asking if we could 
look after another goalie.  This time it was a
6ft. 4ins. Australian boy – called Clint … 
and could he eat!?  He used to have thirds
(that’s Yorkshire for more).  During this 
time, Clint’s dad came over and stayed with 
us for a month. I am extremely glad he did 
as Clint was very ill with ‘flu whilst his dad 
Steve was here.  (My hubby thought all his 
birthdays had come at once whilst Steve was 
here, because this was an excuse for him to 
go out to the pub every night).   Clint 
unfortunately did not retain his contract 
with City, so he left and went down to 
Bristol.  He now lives near Bournemouth.

Our Luke
In 2005 Luke Morgan came to stay with us 
at the tender age of 16.  He is now 19.  He is 
another really nice lad and fits in with us 
very well.  Because he was so young when 
he came to us I felt like a foster or surrogate 
Mum.   Luke has not been playing in the 
Reserves and before Christmas went on loan
to Ossett Albion where he played well and 
has enjoyed playing there.  He scored a 
couple of goals and was named MoTM on 
one occasion.  Since Christmas he has been
on loan to Droylsden, near Manchester.

Luke is sponsored by Paul Spivey Accountants.  
Thank you Paul!

Training Opportunities
Whilst with the club, the Youth Players 
(from age 16+) have to study for a B.Tec. 
National Diploma award in Sports Studies, 
at College.  It is a two-year modular course 
and includes Sports Science and Coaching 
along with other topics.  During this time 
they are also ‘attached’ to a senior Club 
player and expected to assist them personally 
(like cleaning their boots …) as well as doing 
other tasks like cleaning the changing rooms, 
and collecting match-day tape recordings.

In all the years we have looked after 
players we have had ups and downs: the 
downs being when players are released (and 
not retained) at the end of the season – It is 
sad because you get to know these players 
really well and feel for them. The ups are 
meeting the fantastic parents of these players 
who give up so much time to help their kids 
live the dream.

But, I think we all know that football is a 
very tough job to be in.  So, we try to listen, 
give encouragement and be there for 
them……                         

Magnificent Total!
Thanks are due to all those involved in 
raising £3,312 for the Burns Unit at the 

Lincoln City game on Boxing Day, which 
brings the total raised for the Unit by City 

fans over the last year to £12,929.  
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The Barnsley Fund –
Applications Please

When the final accounts came in, last year’s 
Anniversary Match at Barnsley raised almost 
£7,000 for its designated good causes. Many 
thanks go to the Barnsley FC Supporters’ 
Trust, who organized the event with BCST, 
and to the Bradford Legends – including 
Stuart McCall and Wayne Jacobs – who 
turned out to make the event such a success.

The proceeds are to be divided equally 
between projects in Bradford and Barnsley, 
administered through the Dickie Bird 
Foundation.

It has been agreed that the money will 
be used to fund opportunities in any 
sport for young people (under 18 years) 
whose needs or circumstances would 
otherwise deny them the opportunities.

The main restriction is that the funds are 
available to individuals, but not to teams. 
There is no restriction by ability level – ‘elite’ 
or ‘regular’ participants are equally eligible.  
The grants might cover equipment or 
training costs, help towards travel, or other 
types of expenditure. Any young person
resident in the Bradford District is eligible to 
apply for Bradford’s share of the fund. 
Applications will also be considered from 
young people who live outside the District, 
but who have to travel into Bradford for 
training purposes, for example.

All the applications will be considered by 
the Dickie Bird Foundation (DBF) using 
their standard procedures (See the website at 
www.dickiebirdfoundation.org). Initial app-
lications can however be made directly to 
the Trust, which may refer them on to DBF.

Two grants have already been made, to a
young woman from Bradford involved in 
Taekwondo, and a young woman from 
Barnsley who competes in the javelin. The 
idea is to broaden opportunities in any sport, 
but football is by no means ignored –
another case has already been forwarded to 
DBF from Bradford City FC!

If you know of any suitable cases, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
We want all the money raised at Barnsley 
to be used to make a real difference to
young people’s lives.

Policy on Chanted Abuse

Trust members may be aware that the 
Football Supporters Federation (FSF) has 
developed a policy on homophobia within 
football. Bradford City FC is thought to be 
the first League club to endorse the FSF 
policy statement. 

The BCST Board has considered this 
issue as part of a general discussion about 
the appropriate limits on freedom of 
expression within football grounds, as this 
might be experienced by a variety of 
different social groups. The Board has tried 
to identify the nature of the general 
problem, and the best approach to a 
solution that might attract agreement from 
most fans.  

The Board has adopted the following 
statement of policy on chanted abuse: 

‘Whilst recognising that robust 
commentary is a valuable part of 
football culture, BCST opposes any 
speech or behaviour that serves to 
ridicule or to humiliate particular social 
groups, or that degrades the 
atmosphere within the stadium 
experienced by most supporters.

 BCST will co-operate fully with 
efforts made by BCFC to deal with 
incidents of this kind through 
appropriate stewarding or other means.’

The Trust Board would welcome comments 
and reactions from members on this issue: 
do you approve this statement?

Dates for Your Diary
Friday 15 February 2008 
Racing Night
7.30 pm., Hendrie Suite, Valley Parade.

Sunday 18 May 2008
Main Event of Community Week
McCall & Hendrie Suites, Valley Parade.

Sunday 19 October 2008. 
Trust AGM
Time and venue to be announced.
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CALLING ALL LONG-SERVING FEMALE BANTAMS’ 
SUPPORTERS – YOUR MUSEUM (AND BCFC HISTORY) 

NEEDS YOU!!

…..here is your opportunity to reminisce about the past…

The BantamsPast Museum is interested in hearing from long-serving women Bantams’ supporters 
about what it was like for them being a supporter say 10, 20, 30 or more years ago compared with 
today.  The intention is to collect these memories and use them as the basis for Museum displays 
about womens’ experiences at the club. 
   

Remember that Your Experience Counts!

So why not write down below your memories of being a female BCFC supporter:  You can 
include anything that YOU think is important, about matches, facilities, attitudes and so on.  
Please also include in your recollections: 

�x Your age at the time;
�x The time of the ‘happenings’ (i.e. ‘when’, e.g. 1960);
�x The place where the memorable events happened (eg. Valley Parade, away at Preston 

North End etc.).
This information will help the Museum collate your memories with the recollections of other 
women supporters.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________     (Please continue on a separate sheet)

Name: _____________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

Phone No:   ______________________  Email (if applicable): ______________________ 

This information can enable the BantamsPast Museum to contact you about your experiences. No 
names or personal information will be made public without your permission.

Please return this form by mail or email to one of the BCST contact points. 
Thank you for your assistance in this project.  Your answers will help us go some 

way in closing the ‘gender gap’ that exists in our experience as football supporters.

Although we are asking here about the memories of women supporters, there is also a long history 
of women playing football in Bradford. It is hoped to highlight this too as a spin-off from the 
project, and to bring Bradford City FC closer to Bradford City Women’s Football Club 
(BCWFC), which is very active in the younger age groups as well as with its adult First Team and 
‘A’ squads. For more information about BCWFC, see the website at www.bcwfc.com.

Beryl Spink
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BantamsPast receives
Supporters’ Club funds 

Mark Neale has been working for years to 
release the residual funds from the Official 
Supporters Club, which was wound up in 
2002, when the Supporters’ Trust was 
formed in its place. The problem had arisen 
from the need to assemble all the correct 
signatures in the right place at the right time 
to satisfy the bank which held the deposit.  
Mark’s efforts were crowned with success 
last autumn. A total of £829 was released, 
and passed on to BCST – many thanks to 
Mark.  

The Trust Board decided that this sum 
should be used to support the BantamsPast
Museum, in order to underline the historical 
continuity of the Club. It was a further link 
to history that Jimmy Speirs’ great-grandson 
kindly agreed to make the presentation to 
the Museum on behalf of the Trust at the 
Stockport County home game on 24 Nov-
ember 2007. 

BantamsPast’s Dave Pendleton said ‘on 
behalf of the small band of museum 
volunteers’ that ‘I'd like to sincerely thank 
the Trust for their generous donation. We 
are genuinely delighted to receive such 
tremendous backing from our fellow 
supporters’ – thanks, Dave. 

... and the fans’ new home 
And Dave also spoke for us all about the 
new supporters’ area in the UpFront store: 

One of most pleasing aspects of our new 
home is that the Supporters’ Trust and the 
City Gent have a permanent presence. We 
also host the popular volunteer-run café
which has given the Museum a real vibrant 
air on matchdays.   

For too long the facilities at Valley Parade 
have been perceived in a negative light. Built 
for the Premier League they have been seen 
as a burden, dragging the club down. 
However, this season thanks to a collective 
effort of David Ward, BCST, City Gent, the
café volunteers and our museum volunteers, 
we have brought back to life part of our 
beloved ground. Most importantly, it now 
feels like a home for the supporters, 
somewhere that is for us, by us.

Co-op backs Trust with £5000 

The Co-operative Group (United Region)
has awarded BCST a grant of £5,000, to be 
split equally in support of two projects: 

�x The Community Week held at BCFC 
in May;

�x The Positive Lifestyle Centre (PLC).

The grant application was made jointly by 
BCST and Ian Ormondroyd's Football in 
the Community (FiTC). The award is a 
milestone for the Trust – the first successful 
application for external funding to support 
our community activities.

Community Week 2008
The Community Week is being planned by a 
group convened by David Ward, including 
representatives from BCFC, Manningham 
Moving Forward, Springwood and Farnham 
Primary Schools as well as BCST and FiTC.

The grant will cover the costs of the 
week’s events, building on last year’s 
experience. The main date has been 
confirmed as Sunday 18 May.   There will 
be a school’s 5-a-side competition for 
younger players on the pitch at the Coral 
Windows Stadium, and a full-scale 
representative game for the under-19s, plus 
the usual attractions and events. 

The idea is to bring members of the local 
community into the stadium for a fun day 
out. There are sponsorship opportunities for 
local companies and a fair in the Hendrie 
and McCall suites for community 
organizations and traders –contact BCST 
for more information. 

Positive Lifestyle Centre
The half of the award earmarked for the 
PLC enables BCST to extend its previous 
support, and to help the PLC with new 
approaches to its programmes. PLC’s Mike 
Abbott comments:

I'd just like to say a huge thank you to all 
involved [with the grant award]. The 
support is very much appreciated and will 
help us to deliver our Healthy Lifestyle & 
Citizenship messages to approximately 350-
400 more children across the Bradford, 
Shipley and Keighley districts.
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… and that’s not all  the
external recognition …

BCST has been chosen by Supporters Direct 
nationally as one of just four Trusts  
involved in a pilot project to develop models 
that can be used by all Supporters’ Trusts to 
develop their community links.

This First Steps Project is funded by the 
Co-operative Group (also), and managed by 
the Federation of Stadium Communities, 
based in Stoke-on-Trent. The project aims 
to increase understanding of the process of 
community consultation, the capacity of 
Supporters’ Trusts to deliver community 
activities and to produce a range of suitable 
community projects for Trusts to manage.

The other Trusts involved are Burnley 
FC, Notts County FC and Swinton RLFC –
a feather in our cap to be chosen as one of 
the national leaders in this work.

The Trust Board consists of:
         Elected Members:
Alan Carling     Chair/Comm. Dev.
Mike Thompson     Vice-Chair
Alan Flood             Webmaster
Paul Hodgson
Beryl Spink Acting Membership Sec.
Paul Spivey Honorary Treasurer 
Peter Truman         Public Relations
Cath Tomlinson     Fundraising

   
         Co-opted Members:
Mark Boocock
Phillip Marshall
Russ Spence
David Wilson

Bradford City Supporters’ Trust is the trading name of 
Bradford City Supporters Society Ltd., a Supporters’ Trust 
registered under the Industrial and Provident Society Act of 
1965, registration number 29446R.

The Society is owned by its members: one member, one 
share, and is regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 

BCST is a member of:

Newsletter Contents �”  BCST

Yes …. !!
your chance at last to enter this year’s

 fabulous …… PRIZE DRAW !!!! 

Here’s what you get to do:

�x Attend the Grimsby Home Game on 
Saturday 19st. April 2008 for FREE;

�x With 3 friends for FREE;
�x In plush upper-tier Sunwin Seats;

AND
�x Join the Sponsors’ pre-match Presentation 

Party on the pitch;
HAVING

�x Dined in the Banqueting Suite at a
Pre-Match 4-course Silver Service meal 
with your 3 friends;

WITH
�x A Champagne Reception, plus 
�x An Exclusive Gift from the Club; 

NOT TO MENTION
�x FREE Half-time Tea and Coffee, plus
�x A Complimentary Matchday Programme.

And here’s what you have to do to enter:

�x email an entry to contact@bcst.co.uk
with the information below; 

�x OR send in the form below to:
Bradford City Supporters’ Trust
c/o Surridge UpFront Strore
Coral Windows Stadium

            Valley Parade, 
Bradford, BD8 7DY

… by the closing date: Monday, March 31, 
2008.

MATCH SPONSOR Prize Draw
Entry Form

Name: ______________________________

BCST Membership No.:  ________________

Daytime Tel. No.: ______________________

Address/email: ________________________

______________________________

______________________________
I am over 16, and available on Match Day
19/4/08. I am not a Club Director or BCST 
Board Member.  Entry closing date 31/3/08.

THE PRIZE IS NOT TRANSFERABLE


